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Xuwenxuan : A Continuation of Wenxuan That Aligns with the Retro School
ZHAOQO Jun-ling
(College of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Tang Shaozu’s Xuwenxuan was published in the 30th year of Wanli era. Its compilation
principle was to align with the retro school, which was mainly manifested in two aspects in the selection of
works: firstly, it selected works across generations, starting from after Wenxuan and spanning from Song
and Yuan dynasties to Ming dynasty, directly influenced by Li Panlong’s Gujinshishan. Secondly, it gave
detailed attention to recent works and less to distant ones, with the largest number of selections from
Ming dynasty, and it focused heavily on the works of the Later Seven Masters, and among the Later Seven
Masters, it emphasized the works of writers who were closest to the compiler’s time. At the same time,
as a continuation of Wenzuan , Xuwenxuan also followed closely in the footsteps of Wenaxuan. This was
evident in the high consistency in genre classification with Wenxuan, the emphasis on five-character
ancient poems in poem selection, the inclusion of many works related to Wenxuan , and the importance
placed on selecting works from the Southern Dynasties. When selecting works from Ming dynasty writers,
it emphasized those from the Six Dynasties school and the Wu literati who were influenced by the Six
Dynasties style, demonstrating a tendency to value the Six Dynasties. Xuwenzuan is a work that aligns
with the retro school as a continuation of Wenzuan.

Key words: Xuwenzuan; Wenzuan ; the Retro School; Continuation of Wenzuan
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