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The Interaction of Superior and Subordinate: Research on the Agricultural Cooperative

Movement in Cao County in the Early Days of the People’s Republic of China
GUO Bo-hu

(School of History and Tourism, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China)

Abstract: The agricultural cooperative movement in Cao County in the 1950s had significant influence
in Shandong Province and even across the country. Despite the initial difficulties in establishing agricultural
cooperatives, from the winter of 1953 to the spring of 1954, the Cao County Committee of the Communist
Party of China responded positively to the call of the regional committee and established over two thousand
agricultural cooperatives, making Cao County a model for cooperation. As the cooperative movement was
a central policy, although the Shandong Provincial Committee and the Heze Regional Committee were
aware of many problems in the development of cooperation in Cao County, they were reluctant to abandon
this model and instead adopted a strategy of public criticism and private protection, demanding that efforts
be made to consolidate the cooperatives. The county committee also fully utilized the spirit of the instructions
from higher authorities and adopted the principle of “only consolidation, no collapse” for the rectification
of cooperatives. In April 1955, the Central Rural Work Department of the Communist Party of China
reemphasized the principle of voluntariness and criticized Cao County, causing over half of the two thousand
cooperatives to collapse instantly. In the second half of 1955, the central policy changed to accelerate
development, and Cao County’s experience was once again affirmed. Subsequently, the agricultural
cooperative movement was completed throughout the county. The ups and downs of the agricultural
cooperative movement in Cao County clearly demonstrate that the scale of the movement mainly depends
on the attitude and intensity of the county committee and higher authorities in promoting the policy of
cooperation.
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