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Revealing Reality through Mysticism: on the Realism of Roots-Seeking and Avant-Garde

YANG Younan', SUN Li*

(1. School of Literature, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China;
2. School of Music and Dance, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract; Based on the questioning and reflection of the realist concept of truth, writers in the
mid-1980s generally exhibited a strong desire to reconstruct the notion of truth in novels, thereby
reproducing the quest for reality., Among them, the Root-Seeking School, represented by figures such as
Han Shaogong and Li Hangyu, and the Avant-Garde, represented by Yu Hua and Ge Fei, engaged in the
most radical and representative theoretical discussions and creative practices along this dimension. Both
groups, to varying degrees, chose strategies that involve the mystical representation of truth: the former
aims to use non-normative, marginalized myths, legends, and other forms of folk mysticism to dispel the
power discourse that has long been entangled with the concept of truth, while the latter attempts to wield
fantasy and other forms of mysticism as weapons to more profoundly subvert and deconstruct the concept
of truth that has been sullied by ideology and historical rationality, as well as the tradition of realist
literature. The innovations in their concepts of truth, in both theoretical and practical dimensions, enrich
the literary history of “representing reality”. However, their resolute rejection of objective reality and
everyday secular life also warrants caution.

Key words: the Root-Seeking School; the Avant-Garde; notion of truth; mysticism
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