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The Sense of a Peaceful Community in the Belief of “Door Gods”

Based on the Investigation of Door God New Year Pictures in North China
ZHANG Qian-gian
(School of Arts and Design.Liaocheng University, LLiaocheng 25200, China)

Abstract: The belief in door gods, which takes door god New Year pictures as its material carrier, is a
folk cultural phenomenon that has lasted for thousands of years in the Chinese nation, reflecting the collec-
tive demand of the people for a peaceful life. Through the investigation of the door god New Year pictures
in North China, it is found that although the door god New Year pictures have presented different forms in
the course of historical development, the concept of peace contained in the door god belief has not underg-
one fundamental changes. Together with scientific rationalism, it has built a safe barrier for the people. In
the cultural context of the new era, the folk tradition of door god belief still holds positive practical signifi-
cance for contemporary life. Based on the interaction of customs and rituals, it has achieved cultural con-
nection and interaction between the people and the state, stimulating a strong sense of identification with
the culture of the country and the family among all the people, and providing a solid cultural guarantee for
further consolidating the consciousness of the Chinese nation as a community. This belief not only inherits
and promotes traditional culture, but also serves as a beneficial supplement to modern social governance
and cultural construction.

Key words: Belief in door gods;the sense of a peaceful community;safety awareness;ommensurability

of family and state;cultural identity
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