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Classifying Words, Comparing Events and Sun Fu’s Interpretation

of the Study of The Spring and Autumn Annals

ZHAO You-lin
(School of Literature, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: In conclusion, Sun Fu applied the method of “classifying words and comparing events” in
his work Elucidating the Reverence for the Monarch in “The Spring and Autumn Annals”. The method
of “classifying words and comparing events” is an important way for Sun Fu to interpret the Spring and
Autumn Annals. In Elucidating the Reverence for the Monarch in “The Spring and Autumn Annals”,
Sun Fu used the method of “classifying words and comparing events” to either examine jointly recorded
events or, for events scattered at different times, adopt the method of “extracting similarities across
intervals” to recombine them. Through this, he either revealed the principles of historical writing or
uncovered the meaningful connections between events. Sun Fu applied the method of “classifying words
and comparing events” from various angles, such as elaborating, setting off, contrasting, etc. , and
flexibly combined the events. When applying the method of “classifying words and comparing events”,
Sun Fu always took “reverence for the monarch” as the starting point and the ultimate goal. He selectively
combined the scriptures and historical events to demonstrate the rationality and importance of the thought
of “reverence for the monarch”. Therefore, the method of “classifying words and comparing events”
provided a specific method and approach for the elaboration of his thought of “reverence for the
monarch”, enabling the thought of “reverence for the monarch” to be vividly reflected in the interpretation of
specific historical events and texts. It can be said that the application of the method of “classifying words
and comparing events” made it possible to interpret The Spring and Autumn Annals by discarding the
commentaries and focusing on the scriptures, and to write interpretations without relying on the commentaries.
This strengthened his thought of “reverence for the monarch” and constructed Sun Fu’s interpretive
system of the study of The Spring and Autumn Annals. Sun Fu’s application of the method of “classifying
words and comparing events” was actually a conscious choice of discarding the commentaries and focusing
on the scriptures since the mid-Tang Dynasty. It broke through the limitations of the exegetical studies in
the Han and Tang dynasties, and also pioneered the study of The Spring and Autumn Annals in the Song
Dynasty. It provided useful inspiration for the later studies of the Spring and Autumn Annals and promoted the
development and innovation of the research on the Spring and Autumn Annals in different historical
periods.

Keywords: Sun Fu; FElucidating the Reverence for “The Monarch in the Spring and Autumn

Annals”; classifying words and comparing events
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