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Research on the Small-scale Peasant Land Sales in North China in the

middle and late Qing Dynasty

Take the Land Lease of Li Family as an Example
WANG Shou-dong, QIAO Yi

(History department, Dezhou University, Dezhou 253023, China)

Abstract: Mr. Li Xingzhi of Dezhou, Shandong Province has preserved more than 40 old land titles
since his family moved here in the middle of the reign of Emperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty, and has
compiled and published them. The land deeds of the Li family are systematic and comprehensive. which
can be divided into farming land deeds, homestead deeds. grave land deeds, yard deeds, etc. from the per-
spective of trading partners; From the perspective of transaction methods, there are absolute sale con-
tracts, live sale contracts, land exchange contracts, family separation contracts, etc. , which include the
basic forms of rural land transactions in North China at that time and reflect the current situation and char-
acteristics of small— scale peasant land transactions in North China: first, the transaction plot is small,
and the land transaction reflected in the Li land contract is only 6 Mu at most and 0. 1 Mu at least. Al-
though the number of transactions is large, the total amount of transactions is not large, and the total a-
mount of land purchased by generations over a hundred years is only tens of acres; Second, the plots are
scattered. The plots involved in the Li land deed are scattered, not concentrated and not in pieces, which
makes it difficult to form centralized farming; Third, the price fluctuates greatly. The price of cultivated
land varies from a few to more than a hundred per mu, and the price varies greatly in different periods and
sections. Due to the deterioration of the political situation and the shock of social economy in the middle
and late Qing Dynasty, the purchasing power of small—scale farmers’ homes continued to decline, and the
sporadic and scattered land transactions of small—scale farmers made it difficult to form large—scale land
management.
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