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Ouyang Xiu’s Ci Poetry and “Literary Charm and Temperament”

YANG Xiao-ai

(College of Literature, Lanzhou University of Technology, Lanzhou 730050, China)

Abstract: The ci poetry of Ouyang Xiu composed for singing reveals his distinctive fengliu xinzxing
(a refined and romantic disposition). Through the process of composing lyrics to established tunes and
entrusting them to vocal performance, his works often emerged spontaneously at banquets and musical
gatherings, expressing sincere emotions, vivid individuality, and bold depictions of romantic love, thereby
directly presenting his elegant and uninhibited temperament. At the same time, his lyrics frequently
convey the spirit of fengliu through suggestion rather than explicit statement. Images such as “flowers by
the Qu River” and “rosy clouds among red trees” subtly evoke the sentiments of reunion and separation,
while intimate expressions like “willows planted by hand” and “an aging man before the wine cup” convey
reflections on human life and emotion.

As a practical mode of composition, writing ¢i for singing provides a tangible and performative artistic
medium through which Ouyang Xiu’s inner temperament can be expressed. Conversely, his fengliu
disposition endows these performance-oriented lyrics with profound emotional resonance and distinctive
aesthetic character. The interaction between performative composition and personal sensibility enables his
works to transcend the conventional function of entertaining guests and responding to occasions, transforming
them into literary expressions marked by personal identity and aesthetic value. In this way, Ouyang Xiu’s ci
retains the practical function of musical literature while revealing the depth of his emotions and the
refinement of his spirit.

Keywords: Ouyang Xiu; ¢z poetry; singing; fengliu
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