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The System Adjustment of Individualism in Marriage Legislation
in the Central Soviet Area
LIU En-hui, NIU Jing-jing
(Xi Jinping’s Research Center on the Thought of the Rule of Law,
Yili Normal University, Ili 835000, China)

Abstract: the implementation of the marriage and family code of the current civil code of the people’s
Republic of China and its supporting judicial interpretation marks the reexamination of the value orientation of
China’s marriage legislation on the individual standard. After the cultural reconstruction during the May
4th movement, the individualism originated from the West was initially institutionalized in the marriage
regulations of the Chinese Soviet Republic promulgated by the Central Soviet area. However, the radical
marriage freedom policy in the Soviet area had a violent conflict with the traditional local order, which was
manifested in the proliferation of divorce disputes and the obstacles to military marriage. By summarizing
the lessons of social disorder caused by the “absolute freedom of marriage” in the Soviet Area, the Soviet
regime innovatively established the principle of “priority of revolutionary interests” and brought individual
liberation into the framework of class liberation. This kind of legislative adjustment not only breaks the
traditional marriage custom of “parents”’ order”, but also constructs an institutional balance that takes into
account individual rights and interests and social stability, and finally promotes the paradigm transformation of
China’s marriage system from patriarchal ethics to individual standard.

Key words: individualism; Central Soviet Area; marriage legislation; system adaptation
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