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From Non-poetry to Perfect Poetic Genre

Further Exploration of the Process and Principles of Seven-Character Verses
YE Ru-jun

(School of Humanities, Ningbo University of Finance and Economics. Ningbo 315175, China)

Abstract: Seven character verses existed as an applied verse in the early days and was not recognized as
a unity of poetry. The poetic process of seven character verses replicated the path of five character verses,
but it went through a longer and more tortuous process. The poetic expression of the seven character
verses in terms of content shifted from applied verse to a lyrical and expressive form, which was achieved
from the end of the Han Dynasty to the Wei and Jin dynasties; The poetic transformation of sentence
rhythm began in the late Warring States period and evolved into the Eastern Han Dynasty, manifested as
the establishment of four-three rhythm; The poetic transformation of couplets was not completed until the
Jin and Song dynasties, manifested as the establishment of a system of using rhymes in one couplet, two
sentences, and separated sentences; The poetic style of discourse continued from the Southern and Northern
Dynasties to the late Early Tang Dynasty, marked by the completion of seven words and eight sentences.
After completing the process of poetic transformation, seven character verses achieved a reversal of its
literary status and quickly became the most favored most perfect poetic genre.

Key words: seven character verses; the process of poetic transformation; poetry style and genre; principle;

the external structure of poem
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