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The Formation and Historical Trend of the “An” (Z) Style in the Mythology of
Fangshi of Western Han Dynasty

YANG Ling-xiao
(School of Literature, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: The myth of Western Han Dynasty fangshi was mainly created in response to official
recruitment, with the aim of providing rulers with real and effective “An” (&) of magic. It requires a
review process centered on “verification”, and therefore mainly tells the interaction between oneself and
immortals, with typical characteristics of “immortal cases”. Immortal cases are generally targeted at specific
characters or events, often adopting a dual line structure of “myth” narrative and “reality” narrative,
sometimes implying special political purposes. The myth of fangshi based on “authenticity” naturally has a
tendency towards historicization. The Biography of Immortals completes the fairy tale narrative of
mythology on the basis of absorbing “fairy cases”, freeing “fairy cases” from the official document process
and no longer pursuing authenticity and politics as the core, invisibly relaxing the identity restrictions of
fairy tale authors. The transition from the “Immortal Case” model to the “Immortal Transmission” model
is a significant change in the ancient process of myths to the fairy tales.

Key words: fangshi myth; immortal case; dual narrative; The Biographies of Various Immortals
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