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The Dual Nature of Colonial Governance:
Development and Dilemmas of Weihaiwei’s Modernization under British
Administration (1898—1930)

LIU Yao-hui, PENG Dong-jie

(Department of Chinese History, School of History and Society/School of Archaeology and Museology,
Chongqing Normal University, Chongqging 401331, China)

Abstract: Since the Opium War, Western powers expanded their influence from China’s coastal regions
into its inland heartlands through a “dual mission of destruction and reconstruction”, profoundly shaping
modern China’s historical trajectory. British colonial governance in Weihaiwei exhibited a distinct duality
of nature. Under British administration, Weihaiwei witnessed preliminary modernization in infrastructure,
institutional frameworks, and foreign trade. However, such progress remained essentially a parasitic
byproduct of colonialism. Crucially, Wethaiwei’s “civilizing mission” was perpetually constrained by Britain’s
broader Far East strategy, resulting in fractured planning continuity. Moreover, fiscal dependency under
colonial rule further exacerbated the dilemmas of modernization. Consequently, Weihaiwei’ s developmental
process was consistently impeded, permitting only limited modernization without genuine autonomy—an
inevitable outcome of colonial governance logic.
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