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Resolving the Dilemma of Copyright Ownership in AI-Generated Works

under the “Creation-Ownership” Separation Model

ZHOU Ying, CONG Rong
(School of Law, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China)

Abstract: Regarding the issue of copyright ownership for Al-generated works, both the existing “non-
work theory” and the single ownership model of copyright involve legal conflicts. Twin content in Al-
generated works is a proportional replication of user instructions and lacks originality. thus it cannot be
recognized as a work. Companion content and native content result from the dual contributions of user
intent and developer algorithm training, and should be recognized as collaborative works between users and
Al as a formal author. By separating the creation layer from the ownership layer, both content originality
and incentive compatibility can be achieved. Specifically, at the creation level with original expressive
content, Al is treated as a formal co-author to prevent dilution of the originality standard. At the
copyright ownership level, the logic of special service works is applied, automatically attributing Al’ s
copyright share to developers, thereby achieving dual incentives for both Al developers and users.

Keywords: Al-generated content; copyright ownership; legal fiction
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