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The Historical Reflection of the Communist Party of the United States in the 1950s
and the Reasons for Its Failure

LI Dong-ming, WANG Meng-yao
(School of Marxism, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541001, China)

Abstract: In the mid-1950s, the Communist Party of the United States (CPUSA) undertook a
comprehensive “review” and historical reflection on the work of the Party. However, from the outset, the
Communist Party’ s historical reflection was linked to the major political events of the international
communist movement at the time, which resulted in serious differences of opinion within the Party. This
reflection was an opportunity for the U. S. Communist Party to correct its mistakes and seek a way out.
However, in the course of this reflection, sharp inward-looking arguments and confrontations arose over a
series of key issues, such as how to look at the Party’s mistakes in its past work, how to deal with its
relationship with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPUSSR), and how to resolve the Party’s
crisis of split, and these evolved into a fierce intra-party factional struggle, which ultimately led to the
split of the Party and the most alarming situation in the history of the American Communist Party in the
post-war period. It eventually led to a split in the party, creating the most shocking and strangling tragedy
in the history of the American Communist movement. Due to the influence of many factors, both external
and internal, subjective and objective, the American Communist Party’s good intentions of correcting its
mistakes and seeking a way out were shattered in the internal struggles and the party’s split, and the
American Communist Movement was eventually unable to escape from the fate of going into decline.

Keywords: CPUSA; historical reflection; failure; crisis
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