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(DA I Reserve bank of Fiji: “The Fijian economy continues to benefit from the strong rebound in tourism and its positive
spill-over effects to other sectors of the economy”. https://www. rbf. gov. {j/press-release-no-09-gdp-growth-for-2022-and-2023-
revised-upward/ # : ~ : text=For % 202022 %2C % 20given % 20the % 20better-than-expected %5 20rebound % 20in % 20tourism, per-
cent % 2C % 20higher % 20than %5 20the %2015. 6 % 20percent % 20previously % 20 projected , % 9] B 8 2025 4 3 A 12 8,
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China and the Pacific Island Countries “Five Links” Measurement and Variance Analysis

Zhu Xuan', Zhang Wei*, Xu Tong’,

(1. Research Center for Pacific Island Countries. Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China;
2. School of Economics and Management, Xinjiang University, Urumgqi 830046, China;
3. School of History, Culture and Toursim, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252000, China)

Absrtact: Absrtact: In order to systematically assess the effectiveness of the Belt and Road Initiative
between China and Pacific island countries, the paper constructs the Index of Five Links between China
and the Pacific island countries focusing on the areas of policy coordination, facilities connectivity,
unimpeded trade, financial integration and people-to-people bonds. Date collection and quantitative
analysis are conducted with time span from 2014 to 2023. The results show that the Five Link Index
between China and Pacific island countries demostrates a steady increase and great potential. The policy
communication index has increased the most, and significant rise shows in facilities connectivity index.
Therefore the cooperation between China and Pacific island countries has shown a mode of policy-led and strong
support of infrastructure connectivity. Fiji, PNG and Vanuatu are among the highest Five Link Index in
the Pacific island countries, demonstrating the positive benefits of the Belt and Road Initiative in supporting
infrastructure development, facilitating trade and enlarging investment for Pacific island countries.
Keyword: The Belt and Road Initiative, Pacific island countries, policy coordination, facilities connectivity,
unimpeded trade, financing integration, people-to-people bonds
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