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An Essential Perspective and Realistic Mirror of the Ecological Crisis in Latin America:

Based on the Critical Perspective of Ecological Imperialism

WANG Ping, LI Yuan-chen

(School of Marxism, Tongji University, Yangpu 200092, China)

Abstract: The combination of “resource dependence” and “dependent development” has highlighted
the negative effects of ecological problems in Latin America. Behind this predicament lies a profound
historical root, that is, ecological imperialism has deeply embedded the ecological destiny of Latin America
into the political, economic and cultural framework dominated by the logic of capital, which is specifically
manifested in the geopolitical pattern of an artificial “new world” and a powerful neighbor’s “backyard”.
An economic plundering structure characterized by capital expansion and resource extraction; A civilized
discourse system of binary opposition and central narrative. Ecological imperialism, which originated in
history and has continued to this day, has created structural predicaments pointing to the future for the
Latin American region, namely “metabolic disruption”, the “resource curse” effect, and the decline of the
local ecological perspective. A thorough analysis of the root causes of the ecological crisis in Latin America,
the predicaments it faces and the responses it has made should be conducted to help China understand and
avoid the ecological imperialist actions of Western countries, adhere to the just dimension of Marxist
ecology, the dialectical dimension of “green mountains and clear waters are as good as mountains of gold
and silver”, and the symbiotic height of “the community of life on Earth”. Exploring the dual sustainable
development of high-quality economic growth and high-level environmental protection has certain guiding
significance.

Keywords: Latin America; ecological imperialism; ecological crisis; mirror
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