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Abstract The clinical application of tanespimycin, a molecular chaperone Hsp90 (Heat shock protein 90)
inhibitor, to lung cancer has been limited by an incomplete understanding of its pharmacological efficacy,
both as monotherapy and in combination regimens. In this study, we demonstrated that tanespimycin
effectively induced apoptosis in non-small cell lung cancer A549 cells. Western blot analysis showed that
tanespimycin monotherapy upregulated apoptotic proteins (including Caspase-8, Caspase-9, Caspase-3 and
PARP), mitochondrial outer membrane protein VDAC, and Bax, while also elevating levels of acetylated
a-tubulin (Ac-a-tubulin) and AMPK, and inducing G1/S-phase cell-cycle arrest. Furthermore, Acetyl-
CoA ELISA quantification revealed that tanespimycin increases intracellular acetyl-CoA content in a dose-
and time-dependent manner. Combination studies with the mTOR inhibitor Rapamycin, the autophagy
inhibitor 3-mA, and the pan-Caspase inhibitor Z-vad revealed a positive correlation between Ac-a-tubulin
expression and the extent of apoptosis. Intriguingly, although the HDACS6 inhibitor trichostatin A (TSA)
enhanced Ac-a-tubulin expression and reduced cell viability, it attenuated tanespimycin-induced Caspases
activation. Collectively, these findings provide a mechanistic rationale for exploring tanespimycin in com-
bination with selected small molecules to promote apoptosis in lung cancer cells.
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Tanespimycin YE R /RIETE R LG BATAY) SRR T 1 90 (Hsp90) By —F ke St M il R . A%
FHAERIE A Y+ tanespimycin B FFREVE B & FRAC, IF QA AIGER T01s 11K M B . R IR Rt
rP USRS AR ) PR AVR | 95 e P 22 55 T AT AL i PR T % i RAVT 53 Tk S5 B A 28035 A 200 A ) 0 T -4 ol
Fi g kR 0 S B N RS T A HT LY Hisp90 M3 S HBEA 1697 7 R AL THCHE

Hsp90 J&—Fft ATP i o0+ FEAR 75 IR 5 A BRA 1 T AR e K38 5 70 4H M W I SR i rh itk — 20 3%
K EPET . Hsp90 FEM i B Z R0 % 5 8 A 3T S s 500 . A RR AR R A AR R SR S LU
KW A . Hsp90 Y% 8 1 S G sk D s Ul S — 2645 5 40 PR AR 1) Hisp90 A $it
ifvsgs 25 Wt Sz (1 — A~ B [0

YE2R Hsp90 A —FPA 250 il 77 » tanespimycin AI 3R Hsp90 5% 7 & A AH AR H . S 8000 HER2,
EGFR.Ber-Abl, Akt Fil p53 253008 2% P 8 (R 21 78 HA66 4l tanespimycin A5 G1/S W20
o ) A B , F4ERE Cyclin D1 #1 Cyclin E 48 5688 5 W& (A% . Kamal A %8 AJIFSZ, tanespimycin %
Fifv g8 41 At P Hsp9O A9 S5 RIS 24 0 10 ARG 100 A5, 26 W% 25 Wy e 1A P b g M M ) A RGeS SR AF
LR, tanespimycin FM 2580 5 H B 2GRS X 22 R AE G454 B R B B 2R S 1A R L IR IR
L3k R ARA T 22 I8 S o A L AT B fR 1 WS — AR UE S L tanespimycin A8 S R 41 & AR T
FEMES 78 = B M ZL AR AR R | tanespimycin 5 2 Fpbi iR 25 9 ¥ R PR IRDAE L SR
tanespimycin 5 2% ZWEALRE HDACG B 40 B 38 ACTSAYBRG L X/ N i A549 2 i 14
T2 F BRI S FHLHE A R ARG HE

HDACS J&& Hsp90 i) — Bl & 5 88 [, 75 # 34 [7) K 40 B ok &2 5 40 X i 195 2 A e A8 B e
HDAC6-Hsp90 HAH A HIAE A I vh i B AR — A 32 Q3 W 2 B X0 3K P AR 11 ) OLAEE o5 s
PR R B A AR ST . AT RO 9E & B0 76 Calu-1 filides 40, B (i ] tanespimyein #1] Hsp90
o5 TSA B IRERHIR HDACE FYRIAIF 05 $ 5 ZBEAL T FE F e-tubulin (Ac-o-tubulin) iR
-, I H Ac-a-tubulin BYZRKCE ST S R IEM XS, XFM tanespimycin 78 Calu-1 i 40 o o B
XU I RIVER . AS549 4E 0 —FhEE 2L A9 i 41, B tanespimycin Ab PR 75 25 77 A AH B0 i) 25 SR 75 ZE 0
— R,

MAEE T o-tubulin NS 9 E LT 2 5 4R MUE S A1 N iz i S5 515 55 2 Fh 4t i
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IhiE., WML E I a-tubulin ZBEALEYFEIR IR, AT B2 00 40 M 00 08 T F0 A S R0 MU E A
a-tubulin B ZEHEIRZS 32 25 ZBEHLEE HDACG , Z BEF5F8 /i TATL MshS 4, T DL 2 B A 750 2k
SERIHEA . A HDACE VR —Fh 4 5 25 £ BEAL . th T LASE— 22555 Hsp90 . a-tubulin 25 AH & 1
() 2L AR AR o 1 — T4 00 20 0 0 T A 9 g A

iR 2 A R fa i D HLBUAE 2 A 5 R B i 2 — D% ABA9 AR RS2 )iz Aol FH 609 N 2 /N 200 i A o £
HASETR , Bl B 1o T 2 0 v A 515 ST B U Se R 16 TR Y . AR S B EHR T tanespimycin
BFH A TR A Rapamycin, 3-mA Fl TSA 85 HA/N3F 2504 A549 20 M0 I T80 B 5T

1SRt S5 ik

1.1 ikl

Tanespimycin i H LC Laboratories, MG132,TSA,Rapamycin.3-mA il Z-vad 233 H Sigma (3}
Gy, % 95 LMD F1 Cell Signaling Technology (P31 8T, BE=iE ZEMD . BT AT 1k A 435 FH = B 0 R il Bl —
JE R PE BV, ARG 0 2 Ja 1 —20 “CORAF . Bl TR ST RIS it & VR B s 29k % . CCK-8 il & Ac-
etyl-CoA(Z T4 A)ELISA 157 & Fl Vazyme Biotech Co. , Ltd,
1.2 Ptk

i F 1) B AR B0 45 ¢ caspase-8 P, caspase-9 FL &, VDACL ik, PARP $ii 1K, Ac-a-tubulin #i {4,
AMPK $iff . cyclin D1 $iid&  cyclin E P& (#4045 Cell Signaling Technology) ; caspase-3 HiiA& (Imgenex) ;
B-actin $iLfA (Santa Cruz Biotechnology) .
1.3 diF Say

NAE/NNRa T AS49 ZRMIE F 5 FE BB SR W AR AF P (ATCC; Bah g2, 3l & R M L SE D . 4 i
FER 10% Bk Ifyd i) RPMI-1640 B535 568555 i 5 il B 37 °C 5% CO, Hi1 95 % 25 KM IR 5e .
1.4 CCK-8 ¥

K Cell Counting Kit-8 M 40METE 77, #F A549 4 LLAEFL 9 000 S M Y 258 BE B2 Fh T 96 FLAR . &
FL 100 pL B35 5L, MEE 24 h, SR )5 1 tanespimycin(0.0. 25.0. 5.1. 0.2. 0 pmol/L) Hph s 5 TSA (200
nmol/ L) A AL BN, FRALLART R 200 pl, FERRMERE IR A& (37 “C 5% CO,) NALFE 48 h, FFLANA 10
nl. CCK-8 187,37 ‘CWEH 4 h. BEF M HEEARAE 450 nm AL I E WOGRE .
1.5 HEURAES By

2 B AR £ B B A R DR AT 2 MR SR R AT . ol P RIPA SR R T 75 4 40 i 28 it TR
I8 i3 Bio-Rad Bradford ¥EIE 8 FUBOREE . R—HFE S 40 ng BB T 1026 SDS-PAGE 7385, IF 4% El)
2R M OMmE(PVDFE B . ST NH 5 Y BilgA- 05 1 /N biJs T4 CH5—PUaE L. b
B El N SHR G A E PR IC A PO E 1 h, B SR fb 2R RO B R B A A R Am-
ersham Imager 600 l{f%. LA B-actin fE N NS, 55 IKEE @ 1 Tmage] A€ =507 .
1.6  Acetyl-CoA ELISA i 7| fx#5il

i Acetyl-CoA ELISA &7 &€ it LWEAHEE A KT, ADIRANTE o A549 4HMI LA L 2X10° 4 f
RO LR T 6 FLA, AEFL 400 pl B53dk . S WG BE S  FHASIA] M BE tanespimycin ZbBRANMG ., AbFEZE RS,
1637 °C .5 Y% CO, BEFRAM N4 E 12,2448 h, WA AN M H: FH 2L F VK 1 24#% 30 min, .0 5B L
Ho JUAEHE IR ELISA 0G0 & Ul W 1A Fig b CBER g A i3 .
1.7 siRNA Tt

Jiif siRNA ¥ GenePharma (¥, P ED fb2AE . i HiPerFect #5 YL, K 40 i LIS 24 % B
BRT 6 FLBOFE R . R H AT siRNA $55% OF siRNA FBE T IRy B 37 3k S YUHNR A 5 T
A 6 fLt . FE o SR F o0 G SR 5L Ak 57 5 HdE 2 I [R] ] tanespimycin 2L FANHI , W B2 IF 478
FHBTER AT . ARG Y siRNA P80 % 4 siRNA: 5~-UUCUCCGAACGUGUCACGUTT-3';
Hsp90asiRNA : 5-GUUUGAGAACCUCUGCAAA-3'; Hsp90BsiRNA : 5-CGACAAGAAUGAUAAGGCA-3
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i ] GraphPad Prism 8 KA TG40 . AHRRIE 7 5206 Kt S 03 1~ AH 5 8 32 35 7K 3 o XU 26
LR R T 22 M AC B, BT BOEEA DL = O Sy S (AR B S 56 FH DU vk R A S ) S R A R
~s U P<<0.05 NEAGITYE X,
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2.1 Tanespimycin i%5 5 A549 LAY B 11 o-tubulin ZEEAL K EXE N IF 5% Caspase 2535 I vi

YE R4 TR Hsp90 H— A 2 #il 35] » tanespimycin (53 —3E LA FR 17-AAG) E B AR IE# IS T o
FLIP, 1 F{##E H 1 o-tubulin Z Wik (Ac-a-tubulin) 75 S ififE Calu-1 4BMa g8 -2, SR . HiAE A549
2 i P R T S A AN B

SEEH R 1.0 umol/L 1Y tanespimyecin AbFE A549 401, 7155 Ac-a-tubulin FEik 7K -5 i A4 HR M -
WL 4N 153 H Ac-o-tubulin AFRIA IR FHMMT-E A G . Aco-tubulin AYFRIE FIHTES 24 h st
JEE IS, M T-E [ Caspases(Caspase-8, Caspase-9, Caspase-3 Fll PARP) FYI LTS , 7656 48 h A TT4h
WL WLE 1) . [l ZobiAR SN A T- 8 11 VDACT 1 Bax BRI, WA PR ME Tl i th 2 5
tanespimycin - SRV T, FIRFFREE R BN, tanespimycin R AMEME 5 IR PEE FE 5 A549 4
T I H S5 E A a-tubulin ZEEEAKCERE N IEA G,

(a) A549
N | — |
Time[h]: 0 4 8 12 24 48 2.09 (b)
Ac-a-tubulin e —~’Q<— (p52) £ Sk k
— e —— 25 15 =
cleaved-Caspase-8 | - CFs g ¢
(p43/41) 5§ 2
g _‘5 1.0 sokokok
cleaved-Caspase-3 % 3
g 2 ok
& CFs S
(p19/17) 2 3051 __ns
cleaved-Caspase-9 CFs & = ns
_B2 (3735 0.0 mm e e 1 I |
cleaved-PARP “+ CF(p$9) Time[h]: 0 4 8 12 24 48
VDACT | e « (p32)

TEE——
Bax =+ (p20)
Bractin sermm—

7 () 1. 0 umol/L Y tanespimycin 43 HIALHE A549 40— E HE] (0,4.8,12,24,48 h) SR JG 1 2 11 5 BN 44T P 8 2 11 B 1) 25
k. (DX Ace-tubulin kK P FEAT5E BT A 3 MOS8 . B LU 45k 22 (SD) R s RN R 7 22 /0 i A7 SR 244
B (ns: To B M 25 Fe ek P<T0. 001 3k P<0. 000 1, 5% BRZL LLED .
B 1 Tanespimycin & TSNS RE @ BB E S AS49 ARETHMEZAR o-tubulin Z B L 7k 1 0

Fig. 1 Tanespimycin triggers apoptosis via extrinsic and intrinsic pathways and upregulates o-tubulin acetylation in A549 cells

2.2 tanespimycin 5 5 A549 AL SBEREEE A KT

HI EOBFSE 20 76 Calu-1 40 R 2 B AL o-tubulin B335 K 5 408 TR B 5L IE A 56,
TG A J& o-tubulin SEEILAY ELIEAUA, Sy T — ARG AS49 AL tanespimycin 53 YIRS R
M o-tubulin ZWEAL KKK EREST SN CBEREE A 7K 09728 fAH 5, 78 55 56 b FHAS [) v B2 1Y
tanespimycin(0.0. 25.0. 5.1. 0 pmol/L) 43 5I4b ¥ A549 ZHfit, $X 518 i Acetyl-CoA ELISA &5 & & = 4l
LN CBER TR A K-

B 2 B S a2 B W, FH tanespimycin AbFE A549 4l 12 h, 0N S BRGEEE A KPSk B AR T T
= s ALEE 24 h, 0.5 pmol/L Al 1. 0 pmol /L AbFREH Z PRl TG A ZKF- 2 2340 s Ab ¥ 48 h A Ab P 2H 3% 52 9 o
WEEN LA, XEIE R, tanespimycin DA i A )48 19 77 S48 =5 AS49 2RI N £ kAT A 7K
VL 22 5 MEL BB Ac-a-tubulin K- EJRTEAR DG, #F—2IESE T tanespimyecin 755 A9 A AR (N
i A KD 5 F H o-tubulin ZBEHEZ BB AR .
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12h 24h 48h
(a) 41 EEEE (b) 41 ook (¢) 10 ok
o = o o =
»é 44 s »(—a! 4 ns — »—El 81 sk T
$2,] RN g2l
e g3 ° g3 9z
= 5 = S =
ER-Y E-Y 5F 4
< E < 5 < §
o o Q
g 14 g 14 g 2
Q Q Q
0 0 0-

T

tanespimycin[pmol/L]: 0 0.215 0.5 ll.O tanespimycin[pmol/L]: 0 0.215 0.5 ll.O tanespimycin[pmol/L]: 0 0.2IS 0.5 1.0

T FH—E W (0,0. 25, 0.5 A1 1. 0 umol/L) Y tanespimycin 43 5I4b B A549 il — 5 If 8] (12,2448 h) . R Acetyl-CoA ELISA i
FIEME ()12 h,(b)24 h ()48 h BYAHAE P ZBEAHEE A & &, By =R E & 5 By B AR R R 07 22 50 BT fE A7 LK (ns:
TC L F S 5 s P<C0. 01,30k P<C0. 001 ,30kk P<C 0, 000 1, 5% AL LD,

& 2 Tanespimycin 5 A549 HiIK Z BLHES A K EFHS

Fig. 2 Tanespimycin increases intracellular acetyl-CoA levels in A549 cells

2.3 tanespimycin i§ 45 H 1 a-tubulin ZWEAL Y5 AS49 AT 24 ¢

HT HE— SRS E «tubulin ZBEAL ST T-09 6 2, ] tanespimycin S04 FIE 5 mTOR
FH ) 85 A 85 2 (Rapamycin) BEA AL FR AS549 4, & AR EE /AT BoR, B IH % £ Rapamycin [FAK T
tanespimycin %S M) Ac-o-tubulin /KA1 Caspases 1815 , [R] B 42 5 LC3B-11/LC3B-1 FiE, W B mE g am,
ik 3, XEegh RARIE AS49 UL . B A% R Rapamycin J& 55 tanespimycin 5 5 I3 H H o-tubulin
ALK FN A LR T, [ s 33 1 3t s i — 2D UE B Ac-a-tubulin 7K 5 40P T-FRBE IEARDG , 57E Calu-
1 4 b i S a4 A — 3,

(a) A549
. . | —— |
tanespimycin[umol/L]: " 0 0.51.0 0 0.5 1.0 (b) okkok (¢)
Rapa[nmol/L]: 0 0 0 50 50 50 S —
ns
Ac-a-tubulin —— =« (P2) _E —~ 1.0- ks = 101 sk
25 7| T p 2 =
e - 2 5 2~
cleaved-Caspase-8 e CFs % g 0.8 g é 8
i=}
(p43/41) g £ 6 ; g 6- sk
cleaved-Caspase-9 !l! - CFs g E 2= s
b -‘:j(p37/35) o & 047 BQ 49 __#*
Z b ° U ns
5 < 021 22 24 2
LC3B [ <+ | CF's & ' -
(LC3B-I/LC3B-II) 0.0- SR .
B-actin A—— tanespimycin[umol/L]:0 0.5 1.0 0 0.5 1.0 tanespimycin[umol/L]:0 0.5 1.0 0 0.5 1.0
Rapa[nmol/L]:0 0 0 50 50 50 Rapa[nmol/L]:0 0 0 50 50 50

1 () H A tanespimycin 33 5 Rapamycin(50 nmol/L) A4 B A549 4IHT 48 h, X /R 28 B A 7 28 (BN 78T (boo) X Ac-
a-tubulin 7K 5 LC3B-11/LC3B-1 FAE#E4T 5 f 4041 (BB AR EZS) , ZIREZ S8, RS R I 20 W T80 2440 50 (ns 0 i 351 25
Sty P <0, 01 ik P <Z 0, 000 1, 5% IRZH HLED .

3 Rapamycin 355 tanespimycin FSHMEEH o-tubulin 2B 5HT

Fig. 3 Rapamycin attenuates tanespimycin-induced a-tubulin acetylation and apoptosis

25 tanespimycin 5 [ BRI 3-F L AR ES (3-mA) B A AbFE A549 4R A& B, 3-mA AT H 5k
Ac-a-tubulin 3K -5 15 40 M P 7, [7] i R FRAIR LC3B-11/LC3B-1 f LLARL. AN 1A 4., %52 3645 S 1, 4
A ERERS S tanespimycin 5 I E A «tubulin ZBHLAANMET,

N T S R o-tubulin LWL RS tanespimycin i FIH -89 FIFRF, FHiZ Caspase fil
il Z-vad(1. 0 pmol/1) 45 tanespimycin(0, 0.5 F1 1. 0 pmol/L) BEAALFE A549 4. S48 Z-vad #5010
T tanespimycin 7 S Caspase-3 W » Ac-a-tubulin KPR BEER TH#G 0P 5., 400 B 2 4
a-tubulin WL & 4 F Caspase KA PEIH T-HIT 2Z 11 .
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(a) A549
. . 1
tanespimycin[umol/L]: "0 0.51.0 0 0.5 1.0 (b) (¢)
3-mA[mmol/L]: 0 0 0 3 3 3 ns
Ac-o-tubulin | == == <«(p52) g ) o
< = 2.5 g 157 stk
--——-- 2 5 seskskosk 3
cleaved-Caspase-8 | Ll 8 Ll CFs 2 2 204 s = JJ:'
(p43/41) Ea & m
) = E g 3107
R3] _‘_g‘ 1.54 seokokok =R
- - =} Q =
cleaved-Caspase-3 " -4 CFs 52, ns I E KKK
SR~ (p19/17) 23 58 57
—————— = 2051 ns g2 T
PARP "—." « CF(p89) & — 3
gy T 00 - = oA -
LC3R [ a CFs tanespimycin[umol/L]:0 0.5 1.0 0 0.5 1.0 tanespimycin[umol/L]:0 0.5 1.0 0 0.5 1.0
(LC3B-JLC3B-IT) 3-mA[mmol/L:0 0 0 3 3 3 3-mA[mmol/L]:0 0 0 3 3 3

B—actin r—————

TE () Bl ] tanespimycin(0, 0.5 F1 1. 0 pmol/L) 5 5 3-mA(3 mmol/L)EEAALEE A549 4Ifig 48 h, 18 iz 25 11 51 BNk 4347 (Rl 7R 26
T, (byoX Ac-a-tubulin /K- B LC3B-T1/LC3B-T WU B i 43T AMH EAm il 22 , IR EE L8, SR ME R 7 240 ik AT G2 L
B (ns: T2 M2 T ik P<0. 01,3t P<<0. 000 1, 54 FRLLLLED .

4 3-mA 158 tanespimycin FSHME E B o-tubulin 2B 5@EMET

Fig. 4 3-mA enhances tanespimycin-induced a-tubulin acetylation and apoptosis

(a) A549 (b) sk
tanespimycin[pmol/L]: 0 0.5 1.0 0 0.5 1.0 g _ 1.57 .
Z-vad[umol/L]: 0 0 0 10 10 10 2 £ ns
Ac-o-tubulin | wews = ese» <« (p52) S g . B
— 8 < 107
cleaved-Caspase-§ | = wwam — ww e 3 CFs ‘S 3 ek
~ ST (pa3/al) 2 2
st -
E 3 0.51
cleaved-Caspase-3 = <
- CFs ~
- (p19/17) 0.0~ T
tanespimycin[pmol/L]: 0 0.5 1.0 0 0.5 1.0
—aCti
f-actin Z-vad[umol/L]l: 0 0 0 10 10 10

7 : () B ] tanespimycin (0, 0.5 F1 1. 0 pmol/L) 8% 5 Z-vad (10 pmol/L) B4 4bFE A549 4 48 h, 3 4 8 11 5 BN 4347
AREFABIKFE . (DX Ac-a-tubulin Rk P-HEFTE 40T OB ThRMEZS) 3 WEE L. SR Jr 2230 i€ e 1% 1 M (ns:
To B FENEFE S et P<C0. 000 1,450 FRZH LL#HD .

5 Z-vad 3| tanespimycin 5 -5 B9 40 A A =
Fig. 5 Z-vad inhibits apoptosis induced by tanespimycin

25 ik, 7E A549 4ifitH tanespimycin 53 MITUE 8 1 a-tubulin L BEAL K5 41 008 T %% VI AH OC
FIRESZ A WA, O HACE TR -8 11 Caspases 36 9 1% .
2.4 TSA H%ilh tanespimycin 5 3545 2K 1 o-tubulin ZBEfE

T R 11 o-tubulin 1 Hsp90 J& 25 Z WAL HDAC6 /954, 1 HDAC6 A< B )& Hsp90 1Y% F1 2k
MY, L ] Hsp9o Al a2 M HDACS 35 dE s A i B 1 o-tubulin B9 L BELIRES . b T E—
5T HDACG 7E tanespimycin 5 S B AT IH T B1EH . F tanespimycin 5 HDAC6 ##il5] TSA B4 4k
FHOAS49 A, Lz BB, TSA HI5R T tanespimycin 55 ) Ac-a-tubulin 7K, #HIFEAL T Caspase-8.
Caspase-9 Fl PARP (8] EI Ak ; LC3B-11/LC3B-1 {1 LL Bt N B, W&l 6 Ca~c) . 3R] A WESZ B, 4%
TSA W858 T tanespimycin 755 Caspases Wik, 5 tanespimycin 56 #1 0 FREAR T NS 1, WK 6(dD,
ARSI R, 7E AS49 dRAEH, TSA {23 R a-tubulin B9 SPEAL 5 281 Caspase #3820 il
PR T AP , (RIS RAI T I W

J T K tanespimycin Zb3 A549 43 T REARAY A, F— @ W BE 1Y tanespimycin ZbBE A549
M, BB ENIE SR A L, BEE S R a-tubulin L BEAL KRG 0, R IR 8 RS AMPK 2638880,
WE 7Ca, cod) ;s AELEE H Cyclin E Fl Cyclin DI RIAWEEAR, G1/S 41 BIBH AT W& 7(bye, D N
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(a) A549
. . 1
tanespimycin[pumol/L]: 00.51.0 0 0.51.0 (¢)
TSA[200 nmol/lL]: - - - * + + - T
Ac-o-tubulin == e=e» - ane® « (p52) -% 3 P
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