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Key to the Lichen Genera of China

REN Qiang'**

(1.State Key Laboratory of Mycology, Institute of Microbiology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
2.School of Life Sciences, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract Lichen taxonomy in China was carried out by Chinese botanists or lichenologists in the 1930s. In
the past three decades, the lichen taxonomy of China has developed rapidly, and the number of lichen gen-
era found in China increased from 232 to 419. However, the progress in taxonomic research on lichens of
China is slow, and the Chinese references are scarce. To date, a key to the lichen genera known in China
has not been constructed. According to the latest data published by lichenologists and the specimens stud-
ied by me, an artificial key to the lichen genera from China has been constructed(See Appendix), which
aims to provide Chinese reference materials for lichen research and to promote the development of lichenol-
ogy in China.
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