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Pharmacophore model construction and docking
study analysis of novel IDO inhibitors

ZHANG Shiying, ZHANG Anli, LIU Yating, SUN Bin

(Institute of Biopharmaceutical Research. Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract Indoleamine 2, 3-dioxygenase (IDO), a key enzyme in tryptophan metabolism, mediates im-
mune escape by degrading tryptophan and promoting the accumulation of toxic kynurenine metabolites in
the tumor microenvironment. This process induces T-cell apoptosis and immune tolerance. Although IDO
inhibitors have demonstrated promising antitumor immunomodulatory potential in preclinical studies, their
precise target binding modes remain unclear, hindering the development of highly effective inhibitors. In
this study, eight IDO inhibitors with diverse core scaffold structures were selected to construct a common-
feature pharmacophore model. The core pharmacophore consists of two hydrogen bond acceptors and two
hydrophobic features. Furthermore, molecular dynamics simulations and docking studies were employed
to elucidate key interaction patterns between representative IDO inhibitors and the receptor’s active site,
thereby clarifying their structure-activity relationships. These findings provide important strategic guid-
ance for the development of novel and potent IDO inhibitors.
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ship

r#E B 85 :2025-08-31
EeWB LAY ARBFHG LIRS H (ZR20241L.SW012) s 1R HRFHAE 4T H (ZR2022MB110) % Bl
JE%—{’E% }/J\Hé ’ % 9 ?Xj% 91$j: ’ ﬁ{:—@’; 96&%7&‘@ : %%1’{3% E_maﬂ: goengOy@ 163. com,



5% 2 s B A BT TDO 070 B9 25 R AR RRG -55 XHEBIE S 20 B 301

0 91+

UEAER R S B VT VR A TR T AT S5 05 DU SRS VR YT B U T Sk A i, 0 3 i
T Z RO IR R AR BUR T . R S A A SR k(N ) PD-1/PD-L1 F1 CTLA-4 i
HO AR IR 2 RIS 720 . SR ATHAE AR 24 L A5 0 S8 X AT G887 32k SO, A A T
2P ), 33X R I IR S kR AL TR 52 AR 2R L AR R FOR 1Y SR R B A LA IR YT R . TR R
m|WERE 2, 3- B (Indoleamine 2, 3-dioxygenase, 1IDO)VE —Ff S 4 S0 72 1005 il o D8 FCAE Pojoid S e B
PR R G TN A2 A% O T o O I AR BT IR 25 W i i ) B 2B AR 2 —

IDO J&—F & M £1 3 9 AR SR , 32 1k (. 20R2 (Tryptophan) ¥ R JR 2R (Kynurenine) 8 [ F% fif
ABREE AL RS . 7EAR IR T . IDO 2 50581t 32 I 4E RS, inRE iR S e it 2 f A B e a4t . SR £
T SIEACTRE CUn SR8 298 O 3988 45 10 AR/ NN B I8 55 ) B i TR v 0 722 DX I R LR 5 o g A S AR 200
JEL L I 200 B A5 S e 4 B S R R 5k IDOXIDO [ EZDIREWE Y , 5 8UR) FR IO v (8 20 R /KT i 35 IR
[F R R R B AR = R B R R 2 e e O L 0 1) 8 S N - — T £ B R A
VTG T AU Y GCN2 S8 3% . 75 5 T 40 R IIRE I L Dh RE SR vE S | v o) — il B BRI R IR &R
PR AT TS 5 A R AR (ABR) AR BEVE T M T 4008 (Tregs) FI20 4 5558 , gk —AE4M % 8 T 408 35 4 I
T B — A R T b s T A K R G 8 k5 B ORI PRI ZT R W, IDO 1Y 185 3 15 5 il yga 184
B RS AU 38 0 B R TS AN B 0 3 T AR G ™ B A P RS B EE Y . ST 1IDO FE s ik
3 H OGRS A R B TDO 58 I B 250 & R s . B A4S IDO #1157 Epaca-
dostat TEIE AR AT ZE I R A BT 16 P AR , 423K 22 5 il 24 il AR AL RS AR 4 45 ALK 38 95 U 3
1 IDO M A &5 P15 25 FEPEAN 1) . H T E 4REE A9 IDO 0 57 32 B4 5 K38 KR P-4
CINRZ R 5Ny T3 MR (4R ke S =gt o Sk & Wtk AN PRI 56 9 Bt
IFFIH — 5 B S RE S PR T 1 BRI L SR SR Z2 0 1DO H 57 A9 11T 31 PRI I8 oK B ik 51 U
SPRL B A RS2 4% 25 85 L S A TDO 0 R e Pk L 254K 30 ) 27 B | 8 1) 2038 BV FH AL 242 e
TR R R, RGEIT R IDO #IHI5 B R OE & (Structure-Activity Relationship, SAR)#FSY ., 15
IR R AR (A5 B AR SV E FHAILR] 50t T 288 S it A 80 gk — A e 51k IDO #2125 1)
FEAEAHERERE L,

AW AL TR IDO IR B 528454 . BTE R GIRFEH G S EZ M NTEC R . @it g2y
RS, I 255 50 F X AL 2 T B, A T EAT 2 I IDO 36 Ve OCESS M K2R . 3l R AR
RS IDIORTR ENESS S5 B N1l wwae (AU Ik S (T 3 VAN = B3t & 3 3 23 Wi BN [T A w-a LB = B i te 1 = @ 1
PERTET—AX IDO $0HI50] B8 8 Z5 A8 el 5 BHEHESE
1 W5 iik
L1 9k

BT o T 45 F Ak BB UG 2 TAEYIHE Dell Precision TAEMS 58 i IE L Fh T 4> TR AEF
BEFES, HARMRE SYBYLX'  Discovery Studio 4. 0,CHARMm #13% £ %t . Simulation Protocols 4
Beld & Dynamics F2J7. BR5 Z R M %ISR A Lib-Dock ™ ™ R P $AT. 7EBATHR AR . ¥ K
ML SR TR AR UL BRI A e i A B IR ORGSR R e v ST s M, it ia
IR I B2 AR 5 - XA AL T R] R A HOR SRR 5 8 LAl
1.2 AR5 Zi s i

A5 K H Discovery Studio 4. 0 Xf 1IDO 524K M B AR 1725 F) AL B, BeAR 22 LigPrep BEEALAL , £
TEREE A T A R B pH T RRRE DL A 4. Z AR5 A PDB 4 2 (ID: 6E40) . i@ #d Pro-
tein Preparation Wizard #4718 : LBRES fK S Nr FRCAR  #b 2R+ AL B 26 B T S 0 5k 3, JF
FRIARTRNEE SR, B S AT RE i e/ IMEAR B, TH R 23 (8] ph 58 , B PR 2 SE R ot 1 TR A6 21, B R 42
A VIR R AHE . KRGS  JA5 B 58 8% 1 4R & B UM S8 S ARERL, S J5 27 1%
Fe 5 AHEAE A 3 Hr B BT 58 1) 2540 J A



302 SRR 272741 CHARBL 7 RO

1.3 JEFRCORES e 4t 2 S AT RR

SR L T ECAR S R AU 2GR R A, AR BT 58 R A Discovery Studio 4. 0 ) Common Feature Pharma-
cophore Generation BEHUIT R RGE /04T, HEHL 8 P HA S5 Z AR AR PE IDO Ml 4/E Ry I 24 L ix sk
&Y BB S A DLSE et K] IDO 6 1 IR AEAE W) 272800 R B —BUN S BOs s . R
25 A0S ST 8 HE s P S 43 3 DR A iz R A 24 (Principal {8) 5 5 K 7T 288 FRIE L (MaxOmit-
Feat {H) , MARII AR A () ik 2255 . S, 853 Feature Mapping T. B XTI SR/ T 3047 = 4EH-1F R
Sl SRR A 2B TR . B85 00T W /K kA | UL | S 52 AR B 5 38 B S AR i R Y
LOBERFIE . B f FIRRRAE S A 2438 P A e, 150 8 de KA 2880k 200, BE & (B 10 keal/mol,
HRSECRERIABCE NI A R G54 22 FEEFTIE P AR SR 0 S [T RAE 25280 AT L Ay Jis 25 kg 400077 12
SRR AR R
1.4 513 P Ei

FEHAIR IDO 324K (PDB ID: 6E40) B8 Pk, W92 R H 73 122 5 0 1 3h S5+ M as & k.
BVERIR Y BE A5 B Simulation/Dynamics 5 A Solvation F& 7 I 1A 7 L AL PH , 356 B A: BEER K A M i
RIEE . BAABCE T RS A E N Salt, YREESHBE N 0. 145 mol/L., S8 B AP IRIS . X 1% [A] Y5
TRUAE) J30 ) R ZR TN 29 5, ST S0 53 B B 701 3 2 At . DL R R 3 o AN S B B AR I
1% I( Minimization) , f. . 11 (Minimization2) , J+ 15 ( Heating) . - ( Equilibration) Fl#& ] 5% ££ ( Produc-
tion) o JE 3K TN B A P EAT - 1B A0 IR 58 A & B B B D04 IR BE 5 BRI L R G n AR e A L S 32
TR G AT SSCRAE B 2 DR TR OSSR 2R BE B VA S i 2 AR F R 1 70 T IR B RRAIE
1.5 R

RGEARFEHT AL IDO 55 5 8RR 25 5 FRAE  S2E T 48 R A5 AR Ak 5 s M T AR RS
BT e FRHEE . AR IDO B AL # (PDB ID: 6E40) {E R 3Z {/&F 7, 3 A Discovery Stu-
dio 4. 0 AP G HATACRE . B 5, JE T ILGS R ELIR ) = 4E 07 B, 0 2L 25 LR CAODD M5 6 X380k S
TR 1A IRRZ S A 5 B rho s AR BERE M (25. 614, 26,183, —95. 25) , & XAHEAH R 42K 0. 9 nm, LU
oo B I TEAH EAE I X, BES 0 H ARSI 7 A7 UL S A S8 R L il DR AL T Be B A A ) = 4
F954, FIFH CDOCKER BBt X #2315, 1% 07 13T CHARMm 7 37 55 90 AR L 36 M 67 550 P9 08 S8 PR X
B LIRSS Sl . T R b B B o R IR B R B 10, I TS R M 4 a4, KRS
BOR A EOME AT RS PR S5 7] etk . B BRIP4 G 5 1IDO H H B 45 G
22 [E B AT o052

2 ZR Y5t

2.1 REFRCAR G [RIFRFAE 25 AR R Al 5 5

Dk i A TN RE A1 A = 4k 2585 AT A BIF 5 i SRR A 07 2 1 8 Ao AN ] 1 R 45 A (ELAE TR A —
0 1DO 7 U ZRAE UL 1 308 o DA e B ) AN [RT P B2 L XA Bl TR THEE R A 1k 5 X 00
BEHS L 2GRUATEAL Y R Discovery Studio 4. 0 H19 HipHop 532 . %07 546 T AU 53 F R 53 B
SHFAEDCHC, A ShER IO T A AT B SCHE 2GR E . AR R R T, D 5 A AL S D I A A 1 A
R H Pl P e ) PR 207 (A 1,1C50 = 24 mol/ Ly A3 2. 1C;, = 73 mol/ L) BT e L /e g . K
H Principal {HB4%27 . MaxOmitFeat {3007 8 O T4 2528005 Ak 22 95 il Or B OF 2 SRR AR B A
B TSR A I B AE AL £ B AR R R AL . X T SETE PR AL S 4 (3.4.5.6) , L& Principal {H
MaxOmitFeat {31017, TR 1A U 20840 BB I, 22 /055 DU BCH— N HEAE , DLF B S5 M ZAE1E S
WEHASENE . WX TG R AL &9 7 A0 8. A Principal {H3250” . MaxOmitFeat {HiZ 42" K W]
HAEBTIREE th AN R 8 S, RV HARHIE R 200, LIRS RS M B A . I BT RS R
BER A BROIN B, LARIE A R AR e Pt S R M.

JRF=A 1 10 A 2530 A BEALFT 43 DA 62. 740 & 66, 922 FEATARK (F& 1) 15 53 & , BOAY bl oy, b
PTG B AE A B/ N BRGR L 575 36 3K S 234 AT AT T RE A AR 25 18143 5y 07 3. RIVIT A A 25280 AT 2
AL AR 2G5 o TT 3K SEASE TR ¢ DX 3 A PR by AR () 2 ) 7 8 ) 24 R0 TR o 3 B 24 B AT R



5% 2 s B A BT TDO 70 B9 25 R AR R R -5 XHEBIE ST 20 B 303

TR IZREVE FC 4 K 2 Kb &8 TR G M A LR B — 2 W XM E T . JE T X Se s 0, IR Be 3 2530
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Fig. 1 Representative 8 IDO Inhibitors

F 1 BTREARME DO MHF S EE E R 2L FEE
Tab.1 Construction of Correspongding Pharmacophore Models by Extracting IDO inhibitors

Hypo Feature® Rank® Direct Hit® Partial Hit® Max Fit
01 HHAA 66. 922 111111 000000 4
02 HHAA 64. 468 011111 100000 4
03 HHAA 64. 388 111111 000000 4
04 HHAA 64. 294 011111 100000 4
05 HHAA 63. 890 011111 100000 4
06 HHAA 63. 686 011111 100000 4
07 HHAA 63. 394 011111 100000 4
08 HHAA 62. 740 011111 100000 4
09 HDAA 62.196 011111 100000 4
10 HHAA 62.115 111111 000000 4

VE: () HOWBUKIEHT . A SR (b) VIR MTT 5% s (o Direct Hit 2R IR g 50 R 75 CL BB A 0 4
SEAMSE 1B 07,

2 Hypo 01, 02, 03 71 04 Sl & & HHI T BLLGIE 53 47
Tab. 2 Matching Validation and Analysis of Hypo 01, 02, 03, and 04 with Training Set Compounds

Training Set Bioactivity Scaled
Angle Energy

Compd Values 1C;,[nm ] Hypo01 Hypo02 Hypo03 Hypo04
1 24 35.344 2 3.999 82 3.999 23 3.999 37 3. 999 69
2 73 79.697 9 3. 209 64 2. 385 3.732 89 2.692 36
3 300 14. 651 6 2.363 15 2.383 79 2.445 29 1. 941 18
4 190 4. 761 46 2. 247 88 2.093 24 2.203 1. 902 23
5 3400 2.594 4 2.122 09 1.421 72 1. 975 92 1.264 13
6 3 560 37.498 9 1.5459 0.934 118 1.526 61 1. 143 25
7 19 300 9.223 32 1.522 83 0. 786 997 1.252 92 1. 041 89
8 50 000 4,287 17 0. 622 811 0. 224 025 0. 609 492 1. 002 28
A

S oA A A e 2 A TR Y DL FE AR 5 & B, Hypo O1 M T e A 80 i B o b P B DI 24 v 1Y
EHEALS Y. BARE IDO MGG 1 2 ¥I68 S Hypo 01 R 2 SURE L R 47 5 & 14
B R B S ] S g DU et . A IR PR AL S 7 A 8 FEIZ AU 14 DE 2 B2 I S Al 19 (I 2 2D . i
—ARAE T Hypo 01 X PE22 5 9 X 73 AE H7 - B IR RLAF A B0 ] Stk . i 4 5 DU A SR 245
PICE I E K 0 (Hy A HL) LR AN S AZ AR (A, A, . P Hy R H, 288X 043 T 454 v iy
95 B PR EUIR T B SRR S P L 578 5 32 R B AT B K PR AR AR T 10 Ay A A, D03 R R 2 A 3 (g
FOBILEWAE T REWTT & 8 IFBEWS -5 52 MOE nU S BE SF B MEAE FHRFE . 1A 2 B , X SE R AE7E = 4 25 1]
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RO B A RS T s T PR ) ) 2 R S L Sy i 6 M AL A TR B T A S R AR

B2 (a) ET DO MHIFH FHFHEME AZ52LE Hypo 01 #REL; (b) IIZREE 8 FA R IDO #HIF
57537 Hypo 01 K TE4EIE
Fig. 2 (a) Pharmacophore Hypo 01 Model Constructed Based on the Common Features of IDO Inhibitors
(b) Matching Features Between 8 Representative IDO Inhibitors in the Training Set
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3) o XA Y R G W, & OGS FEARAE 8 ns J5 S ML S RE FRAE . EEERE T RMSD
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B3 (a) IDO ZEEEEISF 3N NFERL; (b) HEREAE RMSD EEL
Fig.3 (a) Molecular Dynamics Simulation of the IDO Receptor Model; (b) RMSD Value Variation of the Cocrystallized Ligand

2.3 IDO 5] 15 SZ 4 i xF F RS0 53 Br

Oy T X —Fh I RE A U R A2 B M B U 000 e 5 2 (R A T M S e R S A A 2 3
BT A B FIRASEST A& RIS . AR =AM IDO M5 (1.2.3) 5 IDO Z &t 17
SR, BRI H g A5, 315K A Discovery Studio 4. 0 H1 i LibDock bk , 12 T Hail i = 2 % It
P B Ak T A 485 4 s P 198 2 [ B v 5 R B A FHARRAE

MRS T3 3. 4664 1.2 F1 3 1Y LibDock $T4343 08 149. 074,141, 998 F1 122, 993, 47408
FHZEARE JT R X S = F A R A IDO MO E M HL2s v B /N B R s &9 . Tt
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nm , AR FAEEE LA BB 19 0. 179 4 nm, (EATY Ak~ 310 780 437 5 6 390 L O W s JFL R S 8 T TG
HLC  AERF R AU EE G R . X EEIE PEAL S ) R EE R HE S 1DO J5 2 A 21 2 3 v R Ak T
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(Arg231.Leu234,Ser235.Gly236 1 Gly26 DI m-hidk w0 SRS S ILM A EAEH . FAHEA TR
LAY 2 TEHMEESS I TIRPEE REA 2B A AT 5 Gly236 A1 Gly261 JE S S AH B4R X A B)
TOACR ERAEING SR THREAR Iy 7255 SPUINRE ) . &6 ERTIA , EHERIBCALAE -5 M BETE bR K VR AL ] ke
E 1% DO TR 5 Z AR 255 3088 . 0 e LA L8 B 1 5 1]
F3 RFME IDOMFFEZEMITELER
Tab.3 Docking Results of Representative IDO Inhibitors with Receptors

Compd AbsoluteEnergy RelativeEnergy LibDockScore
1 86. 266 3.284 08 149. 074
2 68. 48 96 19. 760 9 141. 998
3 91.307 6 8.4257 122.993

B4 (ac)kEW1.2.3 5 IDOIEME; (d)LEW 1.2.3 5 IDO XN EBEERIN
Fig. 4 (a-c) Docking Conformations of Compounds 1, 2, 3 with IDO; (d) Analysis of Docking
Overlay Results of Compounds 1, 2, 3 with IDO
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FIRBET S e . [R5 718 15 5 00 7 XL — 2 7R T 1DO il 30 15 32 1 22 18] 1) 285 5 A5
Ao LERERWLLTDO 057 3= 2050 1 K A SCHAH B A -5 36 4 1 4R R i) S B A% 5 (AN Phel 63 Ser167 Al
Arg23DFEL G FHHOC R 5 25 HRHIE S — 2. ARBFSE N BIE R WIEs 1 1IDO 115650 A9 A% 00 28
FHAE , PITAG ) 2435 R R RN 45 5 5o o 5 B2 88 T 45 DO 25 W) 0T K HAT BT B9 98 5 2 50, o #
SSURESIESE/ LD VR I D

E5 (a) IGGEREW L, 2, 3 SRENESHRSH; (b) EFERAELEFENHNERR
7E IDO & 14 X 4389 2= 18] 43 F HFHE
Fig. 5 (a) Analysis of Binding Conformations Between Training Set Compounds 1, 2, 3 and the Ligand;
(b) Spatial Distribution Characteristics of the Pharmacophore Model in the Active Site of IDO
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