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Aggregation-Induced Emission-Active Hydrogels
Self-assemblied by Silver Nanoclusters and
Pyridine Carboxylic Acids
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Abstract Metal nanoclusters consist of a few to several hundred metal atoms, usually with a size of 1 to
10 nm. Because of the advantages of simple synthesis method and tunable fluorescence emission wave-
length, silver nanoclusters have become one of the most promising materials in the field of nanoclusters.
The aggregation-induced luminescence (AIE) phenomenon of Ag NCs can be achieved by combining Ag
NCs with different types of small molecule materials through supramolecular strategies. In this paper, hy-
drogels with AIE properties were constructed by self-assembly of atomically precise silver nanoclusters

(Agy-NCs) induced by pyridine dicarboxylic acid (2, 6-DPA) under multiple non-covalent bonding,
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whose fluorescence intensity was increased by ~574 times and the fluorescence lifetime reached 1.88 ps.
The TEM and SEM demonstrate that the hydrogel consists of prismatic nanorods with special shapes. FT-
IR and XRD demonstrate that the main driving forces for hydrogel formation are hydrogen bonding and =-
n stacking interactions. This work extends the self-assembly behavior of atomically precise nanoclusters
and provides a new research idea for the construction of novel nanocluster AIE gel systems.
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Agy-NCs B3R 15 falifb & 2 T 2 Fnny Cik (18], B . ¥ AgNO, (1 mmol, 170 mg) 1 H,mba (1
mmol, 155 mg) A HFE 6 mL /K, 76 75 XA (80 W, B 1L HE 75 I AN 2% 2 &) Fh AL B 20 min, [R] B, 78 Ab
FERI R NH; « H, O(25%,0.5 mL) o d5 i 4o 2120 (035 W18 GV K 60 [0 (NHL D o [ Agy (mba) . ]
R Ag,-NCs,

TSR 8 Bk Ago-NCs I (15.87 mmol/L) iIn A RiE &Y 2. 6-DPA ¥ (0.1 mol/L) # .5
B 11 35 T00TE S IR R P9 28 A5 3, BT 45 81 Ag,-NCs/2. 6-DPA JKEERZ . K HAE 20 + 0.1 °C BY1HE 2% 5% 77
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72 ho A BN KK BEIEAE — 60 CIOELZs TR PR T 1 d 29 2R {008 K L B Ag,-NCs/2, 6-DPA % T B A,
1.3 RAEJiik

Y5 A D0 i A R R v A R L TEZT AT R R 45 S Bh L 78 E BT T WA JCR-100CX- TI(JEOL) Wi
L TEM B4 . (13 & $ 3 B 1 2 6088 (FE-SEM) WL 22 5 I8 o 25 4, 48 40 %38 ¥ 76 Shimadzu
2600 436 T il 3., WOREHETE 1s-55 9266154 (Perkin Elmer, Waltham, Ma, USA) fll % T &%
#ir FLS-920 6B AL (VAT - 450 W) B, X AT 5T (XRD) 430 B i D8 5 G A7 SR A1 B8 H 48
HEAT . KBr FEH 0908 B AR 3 20 AR (FT-TR) JEHETE vertex-70/70V 4866 EE i it s, MR EECHM R
Tl % (CLSMD i Fi L #% = U FL A2 60 T2 4 85 19 31 & & s (IX-81 A4, Olympus, R 50, H A #F 47 W%,
A ZE I B AE R AR A Physica mer302 P28 A B 3#EAT (] — AN HEE AR R G, TESATHRERMZ 00, 2L 1 He
{14 41 S A5 238 1E AT 4 I 451 5 DA R 3o A 19 L g A 6 1k G 3k X, MR HEFE 0.01~100 Hz Z A 317,
[& % N S8 10 Pa,
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2.1 MATH

T Agy-NCs KIFWAE M T IRA 5. A SCHLE 1 [ 4188 19 Sk i S R 15 5 R 4T (AIE) .,
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MAEG, HEERME 1) PR, BiE 2, 6-DPA YR I ARR L) T B BITUIE #3181 5 25 (#]
1(c)) . TTLAKRI.2, 6-DPA JFIAH I FIHWASR Ago-NCs G MHHE T Ago-NCs TEUUIE S MBI A T &
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Bl 1 () G FRI(H)4ESP AT F 10 mmol/L Agy-NCs fEA ] 2, 6-DPA ¥ J5E vy it 8T 5 (o) i A& 2% 2P s N A 8043 2,
6-DPA 3 B L5 % i &S 4K P W 7 # 1X 050,100 mmol/L; P X :200.300.400 mmol/L;
B IX :500.600.700,800 mmol/1.

2.2 KBEB MBS

B 5, % 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA 4 5 ¥ 7K 5 B 317 i W IE $i 8¢ . SEM & 14
(A 2Ca)) UEB T 7K B8 B R BT W 0 (R M A T I S0 A K e, L2549 1) 7= 26 1T LA 280 BR 1) A -
NCs #MFEIBC{R mba’™ B3R S FIER: . b2 5088 BR (B 2(b)) e BH , 40 K e 76 38 X PR 22 1812 4% ) 5 1
). BEAh, CLSM EMZ (B 2(e)) b 7m - GOK G5 K PRI 2 3R 20 I SO0 R . & OGIR A Ag,-NCs fil 2, 6-DPA JE
MK, X HE— I ARG5S Ago-NCs 774 B4 JE B F 4548 . T 772 4 98

T VR AR 5T R AR G5 A T K BE IO 25 BT I IS . AT 10 mmol/L Age-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-
DPA 4 57 1) 7K 88 J68 (%) B e Ak 3h F1 28 64T T E9E . A&l 3 FiR . IZ R R A BIRL SR E—1T 2R A A
Rt #. 2, 6-DPA FLAJE . Ago-NCs 83 1 PR 1 1% ” (1 min) , (Bl 3Ca), (b)), 3T Sk AR 457 ML AU 11 “ 44
KA DE R (36 h) , R AT 18 A K7 RARBMNFREMBER(2 D . HERA 1 pm, KEZH
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N7 e GORBE T INAE FA RSl S AR R ) AW 1 e B R A AR 2 % R AL B
(5 B I Agy-NCs 1 3l 25 2 3¢ i 7 i HEA )OO BE %%  X W AR B (9 i B T eIk 2 J5 Ago-NCs JE B
HR e R

Bl 2 10 mmol/L Ag, NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA /K % W i ik 45 4F (a) SEM K44,
T P S K B T RS2 P IR A5 (b) i 6 B BE 4% 5 (¢) CLSM [#4%
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500 ; S00,mm

Kl 3 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA 4 5% ¥ K 58 I 42 A ] WEAL I ] 9 TEM [l 14
2.3 KBEIE G AVE R

B2 T ORFEATA Ago-NCs/2, 6-DPA BRI X 09624 EAT T I B850 . 4R L /KB 1Y) 5 o 8 4K
T 2, 6-DPA VK EE ., Q18 4(a) iR BEE 2, 6-DPA BR8N, H9E 0 58 B2 8 8 i)y, {H g I 26
A KK S A7 B AR ANAS . XA R R Y 2, 6-DPA 78 AN B A8 K 88 1 & 5 1 B JE itk 52 17
JERAEA A MO R0t . X5 Luo A8V HLIA W45 AL, Xk 0 114 58 0 WS i S8 i 30 28 AL 17
B 4(h)) . NSRS Wi e I o % 20 B 8 (R AR Ak 6 B A, -NCs 7F8E i i BE RS E AP 7E . PRIk, e L
10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA ¥4 5 1% K& i 2E 17 ilF — 20 106 2% R Ak . St AR i ik o ~
470 nm, 5EAMRUTE 470 nm Kb AR A (B 4Ce)) . 1X R A TELE A W A9 BC R 2 42 )8 A9 B 7 5 82 (LMC'T)
R FI 35 7 R TR A8 S A AR b e K A RGE . S ) B 3% 3R 40 8 B 4 R 0T 4G 5 07 67 B8 (Stokes
shift) (100 nm) , FEEEA AL LI E B F 65 (1.88 ps) (A 4(d)), Nk 1, MR A B 965 m iU LA
3.277 ns, MBEEM AN Ag,-NCs/2, 6-DPA P KA Jyali Ag,-NCs [ 574 1%, X R W% R G0 2 WAL 7 54K
L& SR SETOLFE A TR A

To =71 X1 + 7, Xo+ 417, X,

K o WK PBTO T, o0 ~ 7, WILFIOLH ., X ~ X, NiZFFa i i B 50t on AL,

AT, 4 4R 5 b TR AR AL T R 3R 3 8058 i B R R LR 2 4 T 00 L A e B L & LA BRAR R T 30
RE T AE A X WA AR A AR T BRI VA WRAS B JL-F- B 9t . A TEC A 5 A 3 o B PR 1 P 1) 3 it 55 T8 19 4T
TP SEBEEE A R sR2  ERZE RAESE .2, 6-DPA 195 AR LIS Ag,-NCs BG40 & 5, Ho& S HLEE 3=
B E FFCAR B 4R 1 AT EE RS L X — S50 i SR AN EUE 1 25 R A M AR Bl — 2B ESE (] 4(b), B 2(0)),
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#£ 1 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA /KK 5 Ag, NCs IR X EFEHRSH

il 7 1/ns 7 3/ns T 3/ns T ave/NS
0.032 1.973 6.283
Ago-NCs 3.277
13.1%) (50.7%6) (36.2%)
Ago-NCs/ 594.494 2565.094
- 1883.661
2, 6-DPA (34.58%0) (65.42%)
3x10°
(a) ——500 mmol/L —— 500 mmol/L
1 ——600 mmol/L 1.6+ —— 600 mmol/L
> . ——700 mmol/L —— 700 mmol/L
g 2x10 ———800 mmol/L 5121 —— 800 mmol/L
= S
= <
= 1x10° 08
0.4
0
— r r r r 0.0 r r r . .
550 600 650 700 750 800 200 300 400 500 600 700 800
Wavelength/nm Wavelength/nm
1000w
(c) 1@
2
£ 2 1004
C| 3 ]
) é 1# . L L0 S0 oo
102 .
—UV-Vis ] o o
1 I Seedd 3 * @
——Em-630 nm ) CRD D D ® WO ? @e
——Ex-494 nm I * A
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Wavelength/nm t/ns

B4 2, 6-DPAIRIEAR MG Ag,-NCs/2, 6-DPA KBEN [ (a) S5 O % A () 9 1% 5 (¢) 10 mmol/L. Agy-NCs/500 mmol/L 2,
6-DPA 7K BE T 1) 9 % N 1% (4% 2%, Aewe = 630 nm) & B % (2026, Aex =494 nm) AT b wf WU e o % (8K £8) 5 () 10 mmol/L
Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA H4) 57 [ 7K BE B 1 %€ 6 %€ 0% ih 2% , 6 &l Ag,-NCs 15 56 3% 0 il 2%

2.4 JKBEI 4L PLAE

AT S Ag-NCs/2, 6-DPA /K& A9 A 2EHLEE . XF 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-
DPA ¥ 5RK B E AT T 3EmE R AF . Wi 5 iz , 2048 o 34 F Agy-NCs, 1537 cm™' Al 1368 cm ™!
IHJ&F H.mba FEARH 9 C=0., 43 51 & F A X B A i 9 2h Fxk BR PR 25 . %F+ 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/
500 mmol/1. 2, 6-DPA 4 $T A /KB % TR AR . C-O WAL & B B850 ~39 em™' i8] Hymba/2, 6-DPA,
H, mba/H, mba #1/5{ 2, 6-DPA/2, 6-DPA Z[AJfF1EE 28 . & T-OH HLfiHR s 193200~3000 cm™" By W ICHF
ARHEGEHEAEDR . X R R hEENIE R . FE, X 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-
DPA K455 (R /K BE I 1R 5 T Mo Ago-NCs #1717 XRD (88 AE . 45 4 % Bl . 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/
L 2, 6-DPA #5019 7K BE RS TR R AE T 1 IX (> 20°) REIR Y Ag,-NCs Fi A BT 57 06, 3 B HAE e 0
()53 F I MA FAMER 1. 340 izl B e 5% 7 LA A 3 22 1 0, B Ag-Ag ., Ag-S FTH A T B8 1% )2 1]
BT 0.249~0.370 nm (b-e) &, 55 51 & 0.396 nm Ca) By W & BLAY f) n-nHE B, JE I Ag,-NCs F1 2, 6-
DPA Z [ f£ 78 n-ndF 2404 27,

T AR E M TR R R A B S e (Bl 5(¢)) .10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L
2, 6-DPA ¥4 5T 1Y 7K BE I (14 it REASE 1 (G Jz iz K T R AR i (G, 3 K B i B A 28 UL R R T 1%
K BE LA R G PR RS S L 58 B ) RS 3L DX R R 1) S R L T, 2 AR 4 DK AT 5 7K 3 e LA A v 1
MBI EE 71, TER 5(D TR EZE F,10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA 7K ¥ I B4
BT S5HOMA R TE K, B G YEHFFTE 6 X 10° 247, G4 FF7E 4 X 10" 247, MH G'H G"Hti & KR £,
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P, 36 2, 6-DPA 55 Age-NCs JB UL /K BE I 1) 32 29K 8l g g ST 1T | me-medfl 5 25, AT 20y BRG] 1
Agy-NCs F I BC A Y I 2 FURERe , AT 21 1 B A 58 1O 2 1 B 7K BEIE

a__ (a) (b)
\/ c AgNCs
b 12406 e 1367 £
2
1688. g
c N = 20 40 60 80
b d e 20/degree
——2,6-DPA-Ag,NCs s a
2,6-DPA 1537 1368
AggNCs
4000 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
Wavenumber/cm™! 20/degree
1004 (¢) 1004 (d)
;ll-lllllllIl-ll---..- e o "  m 2 x 5 = = =& = mE W
= -
n
n
< 10°3 < 10° 7
S S
) )
1043 i 10°3
= G'in Pa ] ® G'inPa
G"in Pa 1 G"in Pa
10! 102 10° 104 100
7/Pa fiHz

¥l 5 (a) FT-IR J6i%l 5 (b) 10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA K% XRD [,
3 B J: Agy,-NCs,10 mmol/L Ag,-NCs/500 mmol/L 2, 6-DPA 7k % B Y i 28 - 85 4 ;
(c) =1 Hz WW R334 5 (d) =10 Pa N ¥y %5 58 ik

w
b

i

ZE LR, AT T A ARG A L T —F A AIE L2 W Ag-NCs/2, 6-DPA KOG KEEI
TR ZR P AR AT I S0 KA . X I RR IR 19 20 206 o 7R (045 20 K A BT A W 5 A 20 6 R O R A AL
PO T . KB 96 A A ik B AP 9, 29 0 Ago-NCs 19 ~574 4%, X VA K T 05 T (1 B 44 2 4 I8 1 e o
KR PG, BIVER R 5 A C A bl PR ol s 18 . 2 i — 2P 20 AN B X G R AT G A B AE A A, 33 B B ) 1
[ 5E 1) EZ KB ) o SR - eSS L (8 AT RTR H A R AL T B B LU E MR WA T R —
TRABESE . AROF5EE ST A DR 5 4 8 40K R 1 A AL A7 Ry, - 76 A TR &0 1% B F SE 8 E
FE R, HAE— BB 1w T B 48 90K FRIE B 37 80 & A RE O X T 4 8 400K HRR I B 418647 it
KAAR —-ENHELESEME.
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