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Progress on Bioactive Enzymes in Snake Venom
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Abstract Snake venom is a kind of mixture including protein, polypeptide and metal ion. The diversity of
protease in snake venom determines its multiple functions, such as coagulation, antithrombotic, analgesic
and antitumor.However, the clinical applications of crude extracts form snake venom are limited by strong
immunogenicity and other side effects. With the development of new technologies and purification methods,
more and more new functions of snake venom protease have been developed.In order to further understand
the biological functions and the corresponding active mechanisms of the snake venom components, the
methods of separation, purification,analysis and identification of snake venom components were reviewed,
and the active enzymes which have been detailly studied were summarized, especially the types and mecha-
nism of fibrinolytic enzyme of snake venom.
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